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EDITORIAL 


Men Need The Bread Of Life 
Are They Getting 


A Stone Or A Serpent? 
(Reprinted by request.—Editor) 


In some areas there is evidence that Protestantism 
is losing ground to Roman Catholicism. While 
it is true that many Catholics become Protestants 
without fanfare, there is often considerable pub- 
licity given those who leave the Protestant Church 
for the Catholic. Nevertheless, the increasing influ- 
ence of the Roman Catholic Church is a matter of 
serious concern. 


It is because of this defection to Catholicism on 
the part of members of the Anglican Church that 
the Church of England has so vigorously denounced 
the Catholic Church for proselyting. 


But, these things do not just happen. There is 
a reason, — probably a number of reasons, and it 
is about the underlying cause of many of these 
defections that we write. 


First of all, the Catholic Church will proselyte 
whenever and wherever it can. We should have 
no illusions on that score. Also, where it can, a 
vigorous Protestantism will do all in its power to 
win men and women to the evangelical faith. 


Therefore, our problem is not one of an aggres- 
sive pregram on the part of Catholics calculated to 
win people to their cause. Rather our problem is 
that within the Protestant Church there has been 
prepared a soil rich for exploitation. There is being 
created, by many outstanding Protestant leaders, a 
spiritual vacuum which constitutes an invitation to 
trouble. When men have a spiritual hunger, and 
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that hunger is not met by those from whom they 
have the right to expect bread, then they will turn 
elsewhere, and that is the situation today, although 
many most vocal in the Protestant movement will 
deny it. 


Just before Christmas, 1953, one of our national 
magazines carried an article by Bishop Sheen on 
the Christchild. When we read it we wished that 
some Protestant might have given an equally force- 
ful statement on the true meaning of Christmas. 


The January 20th issue of the Christian Century 
carried a rather lengthy article tearing Bishop 
Sheen’s story to pieces, and the tragic thing is that 
the main criticisms are directed at the historic facts 
of Christianity rather than at Catholic dogma. 


This writer in the Christian Century, speaking 
no doubt for a rather large segment of liberal 
Protestant theologians, demonstrates just why some 
Protestants, fed only with the doubts, denials and 
fuzzy thinking of some to whom they look for 
spiritual food, turn from this hodge-podge of ration- 
alistic philosophy to a man, and a Church, which 
speaks with a faith and an authority. 


Not for one minute do we yield to Catholic dog- 
ma. We see in the Roman Catholic Church a mon- 
strous imposition of man-made dogmas and ecclesi- 
astic policies on a people in the name of Christianity. 
We deplore the intrigue, the persecution (as in 
Columbia), and the political maneuvering of an 
organization in the name of Christ and of the 
Church. We revolt from the assumptions and the 
theological deviations of Catholicism. 


But, within the body of Catholic preaching and 
teaching is to be found the great redemptive message 
of the Son of God and the Cross of Calvary. A 
man who believes these things is a Christian and 
he is my brother in Christ, although he may be mis- 
guided and terribly confused on a great many other 
matters. 
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This critic of Bishop Sheen’s article challenges 
the Bishop because he said that Christ came in ful- 
fillment of Old Testament prophecy. He further 
decries “ersatz history” an@eshows his contempt for 
the Scriptural record by saying that the ‘author of 
Matthew probably altered the text of Mark,” to 
make it conform to his idea of fulfilled prophecy, 
and then goes on to say: “With this sort of dif- 
ficulty present in the New Testament record itself 
(i. e.—that it is not true. Ed.), we can no longer 
refer to prophecies fulfilled to the smallest detail.”’ 
He further states: “Also, many New ‘Testament 
critics—perhaps correctly, perhaps not—deny that 
Jesus in fact claimed to be the Son of God.” 


Later in the article the writer says: ‘““The con- 
troversy over the virgin birth is old-hat now and | 
hesitate to stir it up again.”’ But, he leaves no doubt 
that he is a teacher devoted to the rationalistic 
conception of the Christian faith. 


The “difficulty” which we find. above is that of a. 


rejection of the Scriptural record with its attendant 
floundering in the morass of human speculation. 


Little wonder that conviction is lacking; that hun- 


gry hearts discern in this attitude an emptiness, a 
lack in spiritual content, which neither satisfies nor 
converts. Where faith is engendered it is based on 
the wisdom of man and not on the transforming 
conviction from a “Thus saith the Lord.” 


All of which leads to this final observation. Just 
to what degree spiritually hungry men, those with 
hearts searching for the truth, find themselves con- 
fronted with a “Christian” philosophy which denies 
the Scriptures and substitutes for the simplicity of 
the gospel message the involved and fotally un- 
satisfying products of human reasoning, just to that 
degree will men turn to a man or a Church which 
has convictions and which makes affirmations about 
those convictions. 


If Protestantism is losing ground today it is at 
the point of a leadership which has compromised 


its own faith, denied the source and the authority 


of its divine revelation, and substituted for the 
whole a man-made philosophy which is a diluted 
Christianity at best and not Christianity at all 
where fully developed. 


These are frank words but they need to be 
spoken. For too long Protestantism has been will- 
ing to compromise with those who have themselves 
either departed from, or never shared in, those 
distinctive beliefs which are a part of our faith and 
heritage. Now this compromise has involved inclu- 


sion in its leadership, particularly in the influential 
held of teaching, those who question or.deny many 
cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith. 


We believe in tolerance, where tolerance should 
be granted. We believe in a Christian love which 
is broad enough to recognize those who see Chris- 
tian truth in its multiplied aspects in ways we can- 
not understand. We admit that no one man, or 
even a group of men, have a monopoly on interpre- 
tation of truth. But, in recent years, Protestantism 
has been weakened by its refusal to face its own 
internal problems. While we have slept trinitarian- 
ism has been infiltrated by a neo-unitarianism which 
demands recognition and ecclesiastical position and 
power. Beginning as a trickle in the dam, the de- 
clension from the historic Protestant faith has be- 
come a torrent. Starting as an idea to be toyed 
with, unbelief has grown to be a Frankenstein 
monster which is sapping the testimony of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Enamoured by a vision 
of a great ecclesiastical organization Protestantism 
is in grave danger of losing the one thing which 
counts, the content of the Christian faith and mes- 
sage itself. 


We do not question the seriousness of the issue 
presented by a militant Catholicism. It is here and 
we have to face it. But, it will never be met by 
denial of Christian truth as presented in the 
Scriptures. 


Men are spiritually hungry, and, if they are not 
fed where they have every right to expect to be 
fed, they will turn elsewhere where they think 
they find convictions and authority. 


Protestantism had its inception in the Bible and 
it has prospered down through the centuries as it 
has centered its message and its life in the Book. 
It will be equally effective if it does the same today. 


—L. N. B. 


Pray For Billy Graham 


On October 29th Mr. Kenneth de Courcy spoke 
to the Kiwanis Club and a large group of dis- 
tinguished guests in Asheville. Mr. de Courcy is 
a distinguished publisher and journalist and is edi- 
tor of the Intelligence Digest, probably the widest 
read British publication in the world. 


In the course of his address Mr. de Courcy 
said emphatically that evangelist Billy Graham is - 
the greatest ambassador America has ever sent to 
England and that his forceful and faithful preach- 
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ing had stirred the nation as it had not been stirred 
In many generations. 


Mr. de Courcy’s most significant remarks were 
made at the close of his address. He urged Ameri- 
cans to be praying for Billy Graham. The forces 
of evil, whether they be left-wing politicians, Com- 
munists, or others who refuse to accept the Gospel 
of Christ, are just now beginning to realize the 
tremendous impact and influence of Mr. Graham’s 
preaching and they will stop at nothing to discredit 
him, smear or even frame him in order that his 
message shall have less influence. 


We believe that this is both a warning and a 
challenge to all of us to pray for Mr. Graham. 
Only God’s grace and His protecting and guiding 
care can enable him to continue his battle for the 
souls of men and against the forces of evil. 


We URGE you to pray for Billy Graham. 
—H. B. D. 


The 1954 Plan Worse Than The 
1943 Plan At Salient Points 


This is not a comparison of the two plans in 
every detail, but it is a look at them concerning 
two of the matters which our General Assemblies 
have asked included in the Plan of Union. Our 
Assembly of 1940 asked the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union to preserve in the Plan our 
doctrinal purity; while our Assembly of 1953 asked 
the inclusion in the Plan of our position on the 
Kingship of Christ as stated in our Book of Church 
Order. Yet if one compares the Plan of 1943 
with that of 1954 he finds that the later one is 
farther from the instructions of our Assemblies 
on these matters than the former one, and that 
in at least three points. Let us look first at, 


A. Doctrinal Purity. 

In not less than four important points the Plan 
of Union is looser on this matter than is the 
present position of our Church. These four are: 
(1) The ordination vows in our Church require 
the ordinant to promise to notify his presbytery 
on his own initiative if he changes his views after 
ordination. This is omitted in the 1954 Plan. 


(2) Our General Assembly of 1939 unanimous- 
ly adopted an interpretation of our vows affirming 
the Divine authority of the Scriptures particularly 
in the things of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was 
reafhirmed by the 1940 and the 1942 assemblies, 
but is wholly lacking in the 1954 Plan. 


(3) Under our system the lower courts are 
subject to review and control of the higher courts 
even in matters such as ordination wherein the 
lower courts exercise original jurisdiction. But 
the 1954 Plan is expected to follow the position 
of the USA Church which since 1925 has held that 
presbyteries have not only original, but sole juris- 
diction over the doctrinal views of their ministers. 
The 1925 USA Assembly condemned New York 
Presbytery for licensing men who could not accept 
the historical statements in Matthew and Luke on 
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the virgin birth of Christ. But the Auburn 
Affirmationists threatened to split the Church if 
the decision were enforced, and the spokesman of 
New York Presbytery declared his presbytery nul- 
lified the action. Before these declarations of nulli- 
fication and of secession a Commission was ap- 
pointed which compromised the matter by giving 
to each USA Presbytery exclusive and final author- 
ity in the ordination of its ministers. Thus the 
General Assembly of the USA Church no longer 
has authority in this matter, and the united General 
Assembly under the 1954 Plan will walk in the 
steps of the USA body. 

(4) The two great boards of home and 
of foreign missions - will be located, under the 
1954 Plan, in New York, that is, under the 
aegis of the most “liberal” presbytery of the 
united Church. 1954 periodicals, Time April 
19th and Look, March 23rd, show that the 
acceptance of the Virgin Birth of Christ, of His 
physical or bodily resurrection, and of His personal 
coming in glory are no longer required for min- 
isterial ordination in this Presbytery where the 
Boards are to be located. And if the complaint 
of a native Christian minister be correct that certain 
professors under the N. Y. Foreign Board no 
longer pray in the Name of Christ for fear of 
offending the Hindus and Moslems in their Col- 
lege—little could be expected in the way of cor- 
rection particularly if these professors were mem- 
bers of a “liberal”? Presbytery. 


Now the Plan of 1943 provided that the South- 
ern Presbyterian Conservative request of our 1940 
Assembly be honored at one of these four points, 
namely, the inclusion in the Plan of the ordination 
promise to notify one’s presbytery if one changes 
his doctrinal views. This accordingly went before 
the USA Presbyteries, was opposed by the “‘liberals’’ 
there under the leadership of their periodical, the 
Presbyterian Tribune, and was defeated by the 
USA presbyteries. Our 1940 Assembly asked the 
safeguarding of doctrinal purity. The 1943 Plan 
did so at one out of four points; the 1954 Plan 
surrenders all four points and so concedes the con- 
victions of Southern Presbyterian conservatives to 
USA Presbyterian doctrinal “liberals” at each of 
the four mentioned points. 


B. Our Book of Church Order seeks the reign 
of Christ our King in the Church and to that end 
our 1953 Assembly asked the inclusion of such 
paragraphs as 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 59, 179 in the 
Plan of Union. Of the seven paragraphs re- 
quested, only one, number 19, was in the 1943 
Plan of Union, but even this one was removed 
from subsequent Plans and never re-instated despite 
numerous requests to that end. 


On the other hand, the USA Constitution to 
some extent and the 1954 Plan of Union to a 
greater extent seek the rule of the majority under 
their ‘“‘radical principles.”” In the Plan of 1943 
this paragraph was only a footnote; but in the 
1954 Plan it is the first paragraph in Chapter 5 
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of CHURCH GOVERNMENT, while from the 


same chapter our paragraph 19 is removed. 


-~When the USA Committee put our ordination 
vows into the 1943 Plan of Union they sent that 
single item down to their presbyteries; why has 
a footnote been taken out of the USA Book—no 
part of their constitution, never approved by their 
presbyteries—and that footnote put at the head of 
the corner on Church Government without giving 
our presbyteries and their presbyteries the privilege 
of voting on it as a distinct item? 


Put these two changes in the chapter OF 
CHURCH GOVERNMENT together, the de- 
letion of our paragraph 19 and the magnifying of 
their radical principles, and the inference is clear. 
The united Church claims the divine sanction in 
the exercise of Church power even when that exer- 
cise is not in conformity with the statutes enacted 
by Christ the Lawgiver - when the action is with- 
out any dependence upon or reference to the Word of 
God - so long as it is “finally decided by the col- 
lected wisdom and united voice of the whole 
Church” so “that a majority shall govern.” 


In these two items as well as in the one men- 
tioned above under A the convictions of Southern 
Presbyterians who hold to the heritage of the 
faith of the fathers are sacrificed for lower views 
of others. And the net result of these changes will 
be a structure with more authority in the hands of 
a human majority, or a group put in control by 
a guided majority, and less authority for the testi- 
mony of the Word of God to the Supernatural 
Christ and to reigning from God’s Right Hand 
over His Church by His Word and Spirit. 

—W.C. R. 


Elders’ Letters 
Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N. C. 
I have just received a letter mailed from Louis- 


ville, Kentucky, dated Tuesday, October 19, 1954, 


signed by 4 Elders and which I understand has. 


been mailed to elders and ministers over our entire 
Assembly. The opening paragraphs of this letter 
are as follows: 


‘Dear Fellow Elder: 


“In the fall of 1953, wide distribution was 
given a letter opposing the Plan of Union, 
which was signed by 40 Elders and mailed 
from Reidsville, N. C. With it were enclosed 
several pamphlets of propaganda against the 
union of Presbyterian Churches—US, USA, 
and UP. The letter listed 8 allegedly ‘impor- 
tant facts brought out in the enclosed infor- 
mation.’ 

“We believe that Ruling Elders in our 
church have great responsibilities, and that 
among them is the responsibility of distin- 


guishing between FACTS and OPINIONS, 
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between TRUTH and PARTIAL TRUTH, 
and between FAIRNESS and UNFAIR- 
NESS. We therefore ask you to examine 
the 8 statements of the opposing letter in the 
light of the Plan of Union and other authentic 
information and determine for yourself the 
extent to which those statements of opposition 
are ‘facts’ or biased and misleading opinions.” 


After this strong statement as to the great re- 
sponsibility of Ruling Elders to distinguish between 
the FACTS and OPINIONS, between TRUTH 
and PARTIAL TRUTH, and between FAIR-. 
NESS and UNFAIRNESS, these 4+ Elders, two 
of whom are listed as lawyers, take the 8 state- 
ments contained in this 1953 Elders’ Letter which 
was based upon the Plan sent down to the Church 
for study by the 1953 General Assembly, which 
Plan states on the front of the cover, ‘Revised 
October 1952, Issued for Study and Subject to 
Further Revision,’ and comment on each point. 
But they use the Plan of Union adopted by the 


(1954 General Assembly, WHICH WAS NOT 


EVEN PRINTED UNTIL 1954, AS A BASIS 
TO REFUTE THESE 8 STATEMENTS. On 
the cover of the Plan of Union now before our 
Church is: “Issued in 1954 as Revised November 


1953.” 


In the comments on these statements, the letter 
states over and over again the following: “As 
revised in 1953,” “12 in ’53 Revision,” “In 
the 1953 Revision,” “In the 1953 Revision of 
the Plan.”’ 


In the light of the above, the following questions 
would appear to be in order: 


1. Why did these Elders not compare this 1953 
letter with the 1952 Plan of Union which the 
letter was based upon and which was before the 
Church for study at the time this letter‘ was dis- 
tributed ? 

2. Why did they attempt to refute a 1953 letter 
with a Plan of Union which was not even printed 
and distributed until 1954? (The final Plan now 
being voted upon ?) 

3. Why did they use a 1953 letter when a 1954 
letter signed by 50 Elders and based upon the Plan — 
of Union now before the Church has been given — 
a much wider distribution ? 

+. Why did they not answer and comment upon 
the 1953 letter last year when it was being dis- 
tributed ? 


We find in this opposition letter at least one 
statement which we heartily endorse: 


‘We believe that Ruling Elders in our Church 
have great responsibilities, and that among them 
is the responsibility of distinguishing between 
FACTS and OPINIONS, between TRUTH and 
PARTIAL TRUTH, and between FAIRNESS 
and UNFAIRNESS.,” 
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Creation 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Professor of Philosophy in Butler University 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


In opposition to pantheism and naturalism, Chap- 
ter IV of the Westminster Confession gives the 
Biblical teaching on creation. “It pleased God 
; for the manifestation of the glory of his 
eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, in the be- 
ginning to create, or make of nothing, the world 
and all things therein “ 

Secular or pagan thought has regularly denied 
that the world had a first moment and that it 
began suddenly. Recently, the eminent physicist, 
Professor George Gamow, in his book The Birth 
and Death of the Sun, said that “the elements 
were formed in not more than half an hour.”’ This 
is interesting in that its admission of a_ sudden 
unique event contrasts with previous views of a 
slow, gradual, evolutionary uniformity; but it can 
hardly be said that Dr. Gamow has proved the 
truth of the Biblical account. 


That the Bible is not a book on science is often 
given as an excuse for its many alleged mistakes. 
The assumption seems to be that science books do 
not make mistakes. But over the centuries scien- 
tific theories have come and gone. Even in the 
last half century physics has been almost completely 
altered. Professor Gamow has a new theory and 
his successor will have another. Of course, the 
Bible is not a science textbook, but when it men- 
tions natural phenomena, it speaks the truth. 


Destructive Biblical critics have proposed to 
translate Gen. 1:1, “When God began to make 
the heavens and the earth.’’ This wording obscures 
the idea of a sudden act and a creation out of 
nothing. It should be noted, however, that the 
Hebrew verb, Bara, in the form or “voice” used 
in Gen. 1:1, never refers to human productions. 
Even the other “voices” in which a human subject 
cuts down a tree or kills an enemy are extremely 
rare. Verbs of doing and making occur hundreds 
of times in the Old Testament, but this verb with 
a human subject occurs less than five times. Its 
characteristic use is to express divine production. 


That God created out of nothing is seen nega- 
tively by the absence of any mention of a pre- 


existing matter, and positively by the all embracing 


extent of the sphere of creation. God is said to 
have created all things: Neh. 9:6; Col. 1:16; Rev. 
4:11. The expressions are so universal that no 
possibility remains for anything uncreated. 


The most important part of creation was the 
creation of man. The heavens and the earth, grand 
as they are, are, as it were, nothing but the stage 
setting for the actors in the Divine Comedy. There- 
fore God created man alone in his own image; that 
is, he made man a rational and moral creature. By 
his sovereign power God wrote the moral law on 
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man’s heart and added a special revelation, per- 
mitting man to eat of other trees, but forbidding 
him to eat of one. 


Such was the skill of the Westminster divines 
that they were able to outline these marvelous 
themes in less than 150 words. In two short para- 
graphs they summarized the main burden of the 
Bible on this point. A Presbyterian ministry that 
fails to preach these Westminster doctrines would 
be unfaithful to its ordination vows; and any other 
ministry or any communicant member who neglects 
the Confession is thereby deprived of the best brief 
guidebook to an understanding of the Bible. 


— 


JOHN J. JONES 


ATTORN EY-AT-LAW 
JONES BUILDING 
Waynesboro, Ga. 
October 23, 1954. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Brethren: 

In studying the “Statement on Issues concerning 
Presbyterian Union” by the Special Committee of 
the 1954 General Assembly of our church, I am 
impressed by the fact that even the leading pro- 
ponents of the Plan of Union do not understand 
what it means. I shall give just two illustrations 
on this point, though there are many others. 


According to these proponents (page 12 of 
Statement), the provision of the proposed Plan 
requiring ‘“consultation’”” with presbytery before 
the property of a local church can be sold or mort- 
gaged is simply designed “to safeguard local 
churches against the unwise sale, mortgage, or lease 
of church property—’’. Regardless of what the 
intention may have been, the actual effect would 
be to place a cloud on the title of all local church 
property; for, with this provision in effect, no 
reputable lawyer would, for the purpose of sale 
or mortgage, approve the title to any local church 
property unless he could first obtain the formal 
and official written consent of the presbytery 
involved. 

Again, on page 12 of the Statement, the pro- 
ponents say: “With regard to the relation of 
the church to civic and political matters, the Plan 
explicitly and repeatedly emphasizes the separation 
of Church and State and forbids the Church ‘to 


intermeddle with civil affairs.’ ”’ 


This provision, I submit, can be ‘intelligently 
considered only in the light of the present conduct 
and practices of our brethren in. the Northern 
Church, and we know that their Stated Clerk 


and other officials constantly appear before con- 
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gressional committees in regard to FEPC and other 
social and economic questions, as to which equally 
good Christians hold diametrically opposite views. 
Apparently they see nothing wrong in so doing, 
and there is absolutely no reason to believe that 
they would cease such practices if our relatively 
smaller denomination were swallowed up in a 
merger with them. In this respect as well as in 
others, I am forced to conclude that we do not 
speak the same language as those who dominate 
the Northern Church, and that this portion of the 
Plan is not worth the paper on which it is written. 
When I joined the church, it was that I might 
have constantly held before me the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, and not that I might have ecclesiasti- 
cal representation in Washington. 


Sincerely yours, 
John J. Jones, 
Ruling Elder 
Waynesboro Church. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PASTOR'S STUDY 
Augusta, Ga. 


Dr. Clark’s articles on the Confession of Faith 
are pithy and make very good reading. ‘The em- 
phasis he is seeking to encourage on our reformed 
standards should be wisely seconded among us. One 
of the great weaknesses of our day is the subjectivism 
to be found in many theological and scholarly cir- 
cles. A Confessional church, holding to the full 
truthfulness of the Bible, will not be in danger 
of being lured away if the value, truth and beauty 
of its Confession are kept before us in such alert 
and fresh presentations as Dr. Clark’s. We do 
well to make continuous use of our Confession 
of Faith. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Strong. 


Still They Come 


Wagram, N. C. — In the light of the two 
pressing questions of vital importance before the 
members of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, that of Organic Union and that of Non- 
Segregation, we the Session of Montpelier Pres- 
byterian Church, Wagram, North Carolina, feel 
that it is only right that we express our stand and 
let it be known now, and not remain silent until 
some later date. 


Whereas we feel that Organic Union is not 
for the best interest of the Kingdom of God, in 
the part of the vineyard where our Church has 
prayed, labored and sacrificed, and where God 
has so richly blessed us. We feel that Jesus prayed 
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that all His followers would be one in spirit, in 
love and devotion to Him and to one another, 
but He did not mean that there should be an 
organic union into one denomination: of all be- 
lievers. We pray God’s blessing upon our sister 
Churches, and join them in the spirit of love 
in the saving of the souls of men. We sincerely 
feel that forcing an organic union against the will 
of the majority of the members of our Church 
would be wrong and would bring only discord, 


_confusion and loss to the kingdom. 


Whereas our Church has always and does feel 
kindly to the people of all races, knowing that 
Christ loves and died for all men everywhere. 
We knowing the happy relationship that has existed 
and does exist today between the races, feel that 
for the preservation of the spiritual welfare and 
social welfare of all, that the best interest and de- 
sire of all, can best be met by maintaining separate 
churches. That these Churches can work together 
in Christ’s spirit, helping one another in every 
way. 


Be it resolved, that we the Session of Mont- 
pelier Presbyterian Church go on record, that we 
are not in favor of Organic Union, or any plan 
of union now proposed, and that we are not in 
favor of Non-Segregation within our Churches. 
That a copy of these resolutions be entered in our 
Sessional Record and be read to the congregation, 
and that a copy be sent to Fayetteville Presbytery, 
to the Synod of North Carolina and to the Genera 
Assembly as information. 


These resolutions are made in the spirit of love 
to all, and for the best interest of the Church we 
love. 


‘The Session 
Montpelier Presbyterian Church 
Wagram, North Carolina 


S. J. Womble, Clerk of the Session 


A Christmas Gift Book 


For the boy or girl consider “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress - Re-written for Young People and il- 
lustrated by The Little Jetts.” It is much ab- 
hreviated. ‘The original narrative by John Bunyan 
made a large volume. He had twelve years in 
Bedford Jail to write it; thus Christian’s experi-’ 
ences were elaborated in great detail, and when he 
reached a new point in his pilgrimage he would 
tell his new acquaintances what had happened to 
him on the way; the conversation thus recorded 
would be a repetition of what appeared in previous 
pages of the book. Wade Smith has eliminated 
the repetitions and shortened the long doctrinal 
arguments, but has preserved the remarkable al- 
legory, thereby reducing the story to 104 pages 
of large, easily readable type. He has also retained 
those most meaningful names of the people who 
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had to do with Christian, like Pliable, Obstinate, 
Help, Mr. Worldly Wise-man, Mr. Legality, Mr. 
By-Ends, Hopeful, Faithful, Giant Despair, Wan- 
ton and Old Man Adam, and many others equally 
apt of the characters portrayed. These persons 
also appear in animated “Little Jetts’ form. 


(Extract from the Preface by the ‘‘pseudo-author’” ) 


All things are new and nothing is new. A good 
story never grows old. Human nature is ever the 
same. That which thrilled the world hundreds of 
years ago will return in some form to thrill it 
again. Here is a story written 285 years ago. It 
has gone around the world. It has been translated 
into seventy-five languages and dialects—more than 
any other book except the Bible. It was written 
by a prisoner in Bedford Jail, England, not for 
profit, but to pass the time away; and also to 
express his deep convictions about life - this life 
and the life to come. 


(The Contents) 
Chapter 1. THE DEN AND THE DREAM. 


A man discovers himself in great peril, and takes 
flight to reach safety. 2. THE SLOUGH OF 
DESPOND. A mishap in the very beginning. 3. 
MR. WORLDLY-WISEMAN. Misleading in- 
formation results in a second upset. 4. THE 
WICKET GATE. The Pilgrim now fairly on 
his way. 5. THE INTERPRETER’S HOUSE. 
Striking object lessons; some timely Instructions 
and Warnings. 6. THE CROSS AND THE 
CONTRAST. Rid of his great burden, the Pil- 
.grim begins to make real progress. 7. THE HILL 
DIFFICULTY. But the Road is Uphill and far 
from Smooth; also fraught with dangers, both 
Real and Imaginary. 8. THE PALACE BEAU- 
TIFUL. The Pilgrim finds there are Delights 
and Recuperating Strength to be had along the 
way. 9. APOLLYON. The Mighty Conflict of 
the Ages. A signal Victory. 10. CHRISTIAN 
AND FAITHFUL. The comforting Fellowship 
of a good Friend. 11. VANITY FAIR. The 
Specious Offerings of a fair-faced World. A Mar- 
tyr. 12. CHRISTIAN AND HOPEFUL. A 
new Friend - but also Mr. By-Ends with much 
Sophistry. 13. DOUBTING CASTLE AND 
GIANT DESPAIR. Doubt, which attacks from 
within, even more terrifying than Apollyon him- 
self. 14. THE DELECTABLE MOUNTAINS. 
Scenery both Beautiful and Terrible. First sight 
of the Celestial City in the Distance. Solemn 
Warnings. 15. THE ENCHANTED GROUND. 
A place of quiet Dangers. Poor boy, Ignorance. 
16. THE LAND OF BEULAH - THE RIVER 
-HOME AT LAST! The Pilgrim’s glorious 
Arrival and Entry. In the Presence of the King! 


The book, nicely bound, and ornamented with 
a green “Christmassy” jacket, is priced at $2.00 
postpaid. It will also be given for two new sub- 
scriptions to the Journal. This is an intriguing 
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story for any teen-age girl or boy. It is a story 
of adventure; and one that leads the young reader 
into a clear understanding of the satisfactions and 
the joys of salvation and the Christian life. 


One mother began reading it to her little 7-year- 
old girl, a chapter each night on going to bed; 
but the little girl begged for two chapters, and 
so to the end of the book. Then she begged it to 
be read all over again. 


Order from THE SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIAN JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. State 
if autograph and special etching on flyleaf desired. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson No. 81 
No fisherman is greater than his impelling de- 
sire to fish; 
No soul winner is greater than his prayer life. 


The writer of the following employs aphorism 
and alliteration with startling effect. There are 
some hot shots in it, but they will do vou good. 
Hold on to the seat while you read. 


‘‘No man is greater than his prayer life. The 
people who are not praying are playing. If the 
pastor is not praying the sheep are straying. The 
pulpit can be a shop window to display one’s talents. 
The prayer closet allows no showing off. 


“The church has many organizers but few 
agonizers; many who will pay and plenty who will 
play, but few who will pray; many resters but 
few wrestlers; many who are enterprising but few 
who are interceding. Failing in prayer, the people 
of God will surely fail everywhere. 


‘Two prerequisites to dynamic Christian living 
are vision and passion, and both of these are gener- 
ated in the closet of prayer. The ministry of preach- 
ing is open to a few. The ministry of praying (the 
highest ministry of all) is open to everyone. How 
much do you know of ‘binding and loosing’? The 
intercessors who take this authority over the forces 
of evil are the Christians who keep the church on 
her God-given course. 


“This world has hit the trail for hell with a 
speed that makes the fastest plane look like a tor- 
toise. And yet, how many of us can remember the 
time we missed our bed for a night of waiting upon 
God for a world-shaking revival? Our compassions 
are not moved. We fiddle while the world burns. 


“Don’t mistake the scaffolding for the building. 
Beware of that present-day preaching with its pale 
interpretation of divine truths which would cause 
us to mistake action for unction,. commotion for 
creation, and rattles for revivals. 
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“The secret of praying is praying in secret. A 
sinning man will stop praying and a praying man 
will stop sinning. We need to say, “Lord, teach 
us to pray.” A veritable Niagara of words may 
leave God unimpressed and unmoved. When we 
pray, God listens to our heartbeat. Hannah, the 
mother of Samuel, was one of the most effective 
intercessors, yet she had no language. “Her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard.” ‘There are 
groanings when we pray in the Spirit which cannot 
be uttered. We know not how to pray as we ought, 
but the Spirit can help our infirmities. 


“Tithes may build a church but tears will give 
it life. That is the difference between the modern 
church and the early church. Our accent is on 
paying ; theirs was on praying. When we have paid, 
the place is taken. When they had prayed, the 
place was shaken. 


“In this matter of hell-shaking, sin-breaking, 
world-taking prayer, never have so many left so 


much to so few. Brethren, let us pray—or perish!” 
—The Flame (adapted). 


THE TITHE 


Here is an editorial clipped from a New York 
daily. While it is apparently written with a secular 
pen, not too familiar with Scripture, yet it is 
gratifying to note that the matter of Tithing with 
its beneficent results has broken out of strictly 
“Church News” and found its way through the 
morning paper into a sport interest item.—W. C. S. 


A Giant Gives Us 
A Lesson In Tithing 


The simple lesson of “tithing’’—of paying one- 
tenth part of one’s income to the church—was 
indelibly impressed on the minds of the Sunday 
School classes at Calvary Baptist Church, thanks 
to the simple story of his own experience related 
by a world-famous athlete, Alvin Dark, captain 
of the Giants, new world champions in baseball. 


Tithing is not so much discussed these days, al- 
though it originated in Biblical times and for cen- 
turies was a strong foundation for churches in many 
lands. 


Mr. Dark, proud and faithful churchgoer—who 
made it a point to go to worship regularly and 
who confessed he’s giving one-tenth of his $10,000 
World’s Series share to his home church in 
Louisiana—was telling the boys and girls his early 
experience in tithing, and the sacrifice it entailed. 


His newspaperboy income was $2.50 a week and 
his mother insisted on a tithe for the church. It 
was “hard to give that quarter,” related Mr. Dark, 
“and sometimes my hand got lost in my pocket,” 
but this weekend’s action demonstrated the im- 
pressive lesson he learned at his mother’s knee. 
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Here is a famous athlete—not alone in baseball 
but in football, golf, broad-jumping and track at 
various times—who makes it plain as a pikestaft 
to our young fry that there’s nothing sissy about 
going to the House of God regularly and that peo- 
ple—even youngsters—have an affirmative place 
in the worship of God and in the support of their 
church. 


By precept and by example, Al Dark showed 
voung Yonkers the path of right and propriety, and 
we suspect that he not only nailed down some hard 
truth in the younger minds but also among some 
of the awestruck adults in his admiring audience. 


Furthermore, we feel positive that the story of 
Al Dark and his tithing—and his talk at Calvary 
Baptist—must have struck a warm and receptive 
note in the minds and hearts of thousands of our 
readers, who will keep lovingly in memory the 
thought of this wonderful ball player, achieving by 
prayer and by tithing and by sharing his love of 
God with boys and girls in simple words and kindly 
and generous acts. 


LIQUOR 


(Clipped from The Civic Bulletin) 


Liquor Outlets Exceed 
Useful Institutions 


According to U. §S. Government listings and 
estimates, which will be modified only slightly 
when detailed census reports are available, there 
are at the present time in the United States: 


169,793 restaurants 
198,878 schools 
241,858 gasoline stations 
253,762 churches 
387,337 grocery stores 
483,633 saloons and liquor stores 
—A llegiance. 


You can get along with a wooden leg, but you 
can’t get along with a wooden head. It is the brain 
that counts. But in order that your brain may be 
kept clear, you must keep your body well and fit. 
That cannot be done if one drinks liquor.” 


Dr. Charles Mayo. 


It isn’t the wet spots of the highway that cause 
the trouble so much as it is the wet spots just off 
the highway. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, Enquirer, “Sentence, Suspen- 
sion, $200 Fine Given to Driver Who Rammed 
Seven Vehicles.” His license was permanently re- 
voked. ‘The public is rather helpless when a 
drunken maniac like you is loose on the streets,” 
the judge declared. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 21 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God’s Abundance For Man’s Need 


Background Scripture: Psalms 104. 
Devotional Reading: 104 :23-31. 


We usually think of the Works of God under three heads: His Work of Creation; His Work of 
Providence; His Work of Redemption. All three show forth His glory. In our lesson today we combine 
to a degree His work of Creation and His Work of Providence. In Creation He makes all that we 
see, and in Providence, He takes care of that which He has made, preserving and governing all His 


creatures and all their actions. 


As we meditate upon all that God has done, 
and is doing, we are constrained to magnify and 
praise Him. This Psalm begins and ends with 
such ascriptions of praise: Bless the Lord, O my 
soul; Praise ye the Lord; My meditation of Him 
shall be sweet. 


It is hard to divide this Psalm into a set out- 
line. All that I shall attempt is to emphasize some 
of its magnificent sentences. 


l. The Greatness, Honor, and Majesty of God: 
1-8. 


The Psalmist in his vivid imagery clothes God 
with some of the things He has created. What 
majestic garments He wears! ‘They both reveal 
and conceal His Glory, for no man can look upon 
God and live. We think of Jesus clothing Him- 
self in human flesh. He was veiled while on earth, 
and only once was that veil lifted, when on the 
Mount of Transfiguration they beheld His glory. 
The psalmist pictures God as clothing Himself 
in His works of Creation. 


Who coverest thyself with light as with a gar- 
ment. And God said, Let there be light; and 
there was light. This was the first thing He 
made after the general statement, In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. The 
light shines in darkness. Think of all that light 
means in our world; and you will begin to see 
something of the beauty of this statement. 


The heavens are stretched out like a curtain (or 
tent). The heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee, 
said Solomon, at the dedication of the Temple. 
Think of the expanse of the sky, filled with millions 
upon millions of stars and planets. ‘This, the 
Psalmist says, is God’s tent. Did you ever sleep 
out in the open and look up and marvel at the 
“tent” in which God dwells? No wonder the 
writer says, My meditation of Him shall be sweet. 


Then he thinks of the “beams,” or foundations, 
as the waters. The waters are almost as limitless 
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as the sky. Next, his eyes are turned upon the 
clouds. Have you ever thought much about the 
clouds? Two little girls were watching the clouds 
and one was telling the other about all she saw. 
The second child rather scornfully said that she 
did not see any of those things. The first girl 
asked her, Don’t you ever see anything except 
what your eyes see? The psalmist saw marvelous 
things in the clouds because his spiritual eyes had 
been opened. The variety, the beauty, and the 
swiftness of the clouds, the silent covering which 
they draw between earth and sun. God is walking 
upon the wings of the wind. He is making these 
winds his messengers, as they carry the clouds 


through the sky. What a beautiful way to think 


about God. Every cloud, every wind, brings a 
message from our Heavenly Father. 


This is the God Who laid the foundations of 
the earth. Turn to Job 38:4: “Where wast thou 
when [I laid the foundations of the earth? Who 
hast laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest‘ 
or who hast stretched the line upon it?” I have 
been watching the brick masons laying the foun- 
dations of our new home. Before these came, the 
carpenters had also measured and stretched their 
lines. Then the concrete was poured and _ the 
masons built by the lines. God, the Great Master 
Builder laid the foundations of the earth, building 
it upon nothing and swinging it in the expanse. 
Then He covered it with the deep. One of the 
most marvelous things to me is the way God set 
the bounds of the seas so that they will not engulf 
the land. The sand along the seashore seems such 
a flimsy barrier to the might of the ocean. It is 
sweet to meditate upon the works of God. 


II. His Care for All His Cyveteires: 
9-26. 


God takes care that the waters of the ocean | 
shall not overflow the earth, and at the same time © 
has created and controls the greatest “water sys- _ 
tem” we know of. Joday the supply of water to 
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our large cities, and even small ones, has become 
an increasingly serious problem. Billions of dollars 
have been spent to keep water flowing in our 
homes. In verse 10 and 12 the psalmist describes 


this water system. Springs gush forth in the val- 


leys from hidden sources of supply, and_ fresh, 
cool water comes forth to quench the thirst of 
beasts and birds as they “sing among the branches’’ 
of the overhanging trees. Water, good fresh 
water, is supplied in abundance. It is only as 
men congregate in cities and crowd together that 
they have to spend money for water. He watereth 
the hills, and far up on the mountain-sides - we 
have all seen the cool water come forth. 


There is not only need for water, but need for 
food. How are all the creatures of earth to be 
fed? Grass is to grow for cattle, and herbs for 
the service of man. The food supply is to be as 
abundant as the water supply. It is only as men 
in their greed or laziness abuse or destroy, that 
we have famines. God made fertile fields; man 
allows them to wash away. God covers the forests 
with the finest of timber; man cuts down and 
burns it up. God provides abundance for all; 
men selfishly and greedily grasp more than their 
share, or are too lazy to till the soil. Let me 
repeat; it is man who has upset the whole economic 
world; greedy, selfish, lazy man who has interfered 
with the food supply of the world. Even today 
with all the means of transportation which we 
have, part of the world starves, while the balance 
has overproduction, and destroys what God gives. 


Truly, SIN has gotten our world in an awful 


mess. 


“The trees of the Lord’’! ‘lo look at one big 
tree is amazing, for nobody but God can make 
such a tree, but to look at the virgin forests makes 
us realize something of the power of God. The 
thing I missed most when I went to Korea was 
the sight of trees, for the people had destroyed 
most of them. How sinful man has wasted the 
“trees of the Lord.’’ 


“The birds build their nests.” Have you ever 
watched a pair of birds build their nest? Who gave 
them the skill to do this? If God cares for the 
birds of the air, will He not care for us? 


The wild goats and the conies. Even they are 
furnished with homes. The wild goats live in 
the high hills. The conies, being a “feeble folk,”’ 
build their houses in the rocks. 


Then he turns from the little to the big; from 
goats and conies to the sun and moon, hung in 
the sky to give special light to this earth. ‘The 
darkness comes. It is time for man to rest while 
some of the beasts “creep forth.” While man is 
sleeping, some wild creatures are seeking food. 


He goes now to the sea and the ships that sail 
upon it. There is no better way to feel the weak- 
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ness and helplessness of man than to be on a ship 
at sea, especially when a storm is raging. 


lll. He Gives to ALL: 
27-34. 


Thou openest thy hand, and they are filled with 
good: that thou mayest GIVE to them. 


Suppose that selfish, greedy man, had the job 
of supplying the world with water and food; how 
much would we have to pay? Even as good a 
man as Joseph sold food to the Egyptians and 
practically bought all the land of Egypt for the 
crown, making the people pay heavily for what 
they got. Men are trying to get control of the 
sources of wealth today, and often we who buy 
on the market feel the effects. Right now prices 
are too high on some things because some company 
has gotten control of the supply. 


Remember that all of God’s bounties are freely 
bestowed upon His creatures. He makes the sun 
to shine on good and bad; He gives fruitful sea- 


sons. He does not charge for the food and water 


and sunshine and fresh air. 


What should be our response to such a Bounti- 
ful Giver? His goodness should fill us with grati- 
tude and love, and the desire to serve and obey. 
Our meditation of Him should be sweet; we should 
praise Him with all our heart. 


‘The only sad part about this picture is “‘sin- 
ners,” in verse 35. Sinners think only of them- 
selves and forget the God Who made them and 
cares for them. These, some day, will be removed 
from the earth. Then the earth will rejoice in 
all that God does. He shall have the praise of 
every heart; Praise ye the Lord! 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


“i Church Furniture - Stoles 

Embroideries Vestments 

Hongings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


® ational su 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA PA 


| Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 


tees seeking pastor. For further details write c/o 
Box A, Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 


ville, N. C. 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 21 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Thankfulness 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: I] Corinthians 9 

Hymn:“O For A Thousand ‘Tongues To Sing” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

No one likes to be told that he ought to give 
thanks, and any thanksgiving which results from 
our being told to do it is not likely to be very 
genuine. If we truly love God, it is not because 
someone has told us we ought to, but it is because 
we realize that God has first loved us. In like 
manner, true thankfulness is something that wells 
up within us when we honestly feel that we are 
blessed far beyond what we deserve. Any words 
of thanksgiving which do not come from such an 
inner feeling are likely to leave a bitter after-taste 
with him who speaks and him who hears them. 


Our speakers will mention several blessings 
which have brought forth thanksgiving from the 
hearts of many people. Perhaps our thinking about 
them will result in our being truly thankful from 
our hearts. 


First SPEAKER: 

As we all know, the reason for the first Thanks- 
giving Day was the true gratitude of the Pilgrims 
for their first bounteous harvest in the New World. 
Many people are truly thankful for material pros- 
perity and physical well being. Sadly enough, 
many of us do not really appreciate these blessings 
until we are first deprived of them. A small bov 
in a country school daily shared his lunch with 
another boy who had none. One day the giver 
found a note on his desk which said in childish 
simplicity and sincerity, “I love you.” That was 
thanksgiving from the heart. The tears of joy 
in the eyes of a man who found that he could use 
his hand again after a serious injury expressed his 
thanks and gratitude far better than any words he 
could have said. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Some people are sincerely thankful for freedom 
from fear and oppression. We are all sincere 
when we sing, “Long may our land be bright with 
freedom’s holy light,” but few of us have any 
real idea what it is like to be deprived of freedom. 
A noted Christian teacher suffered much at the 
hands of the Nazis in Czecho-Slovakia. Finally 
he was able to flee with his family to the United 
States, but all their worldly possessions had to 
be left behind. Many times he would stop in the 
middle of his lectures to his American students 
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and say with tears in his eyes, “| love your coun- 
try.’ That man could really be thankful for 
freedom. 

‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Still other people are thankful for love and 
friendship. In this respect little children often 
put us all to shame. It is a true expression of 
thankfulness when a’ little child suddenly looks 
up into his mother’s face and says with his whole 
heart, “Mother, I love you.” There are some folks 
who keep this childish appreciation for love and 
friendship throughout their lives. A Hungarian 
Christian, who had suffered severe mental and 
physical persecution from the Communists, dined 
in a public restaurant with two American ministers. 
The Hungarian was having trouble reading the 
menu, so the, Americans helped him make out his 
order. During the meal they asked questions and 
listened interestedly to his experiences. After the 
meal, when they stood to leave, the Hungarian 
said with deep feeling, “I thank you for your 
loving kindness.” The two ministers afterward 
admitted to each other that they would never have 
thought to give thanks for so small a kindness and 
that they had learned a lesson in thankfulness. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: 

The greatest reason which anyone has for being 
thankful is that Christ is his Saviour. Oftentimes 
those who appreciate Christ most are those who 
have known Him for the shortest time. We would 
ordinarily expect that those of us who have known 
about Christ from our childhood and have experi- 
enced His rich blessings all our lives would be most 
thankful for Him. It seems, however, that many of 
us take Him and His salvation for granted, while 
others, who have wasted most of their lives in 
sin and sorrow, are most genuinely thankful for 
Him. There is some reason for this. Many of us 
do not know what it is like to be without Christ, 
while these others are able to contrast the dark- 
ness of sin with the light of Christ from their own 
experience. If we have never had this experience, 
we can be thankful that God has spared us from 
it. It will also help us to a greater appreciation 
of Christ, if we will try to imagine what life 
would be like without Him. 


SING THE DOXOLOGY IN CLOSING. 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) S$... 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Women’s Work 


FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day, 
I’d rather one should walk with me than merely 


show the way. 
The eye’s a better pupil and more willing than the 


ear; 
Fine counsel is confusing, but example’s always 


clear; 
And the best of all the preachers are the men who 


live their creeds, 
For to see the good in action is what everybody 


needs. 
I can soon learn how to do if you'll let me see it 


done. 
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue 


too fast may run. 
And the lectures you deliver may be very wise and 


true; 
But I’d rather get my lesson by observing what 


you do. 
For I may misunderstand you and the high advice 


you give, 
But there’s no misunderstanding how you act and 


how you live. 


Character Building 
Conversation At The Table 


Constructive conversation is almost a lost art 
in many homes. Recognition of the Unseen Guest 
three times a day creates a natural background 
for character building conversation. There is too 
little said about religion, morals, helpful literature 
and civic enterprises in family circles. 


Mother and father can easily direct the con- 
versation into worthwhile channels for thought and 
discussion. Parents can change idle gossip or harm- 
ful conversation by tactfully saying, “That is 
hardly worth talking about any more,” and then 
mention some worthy subject for conversation. The 
table hour can become one of the most interesting 
and helpful periods of the day. 


1. Have in mind several topics gathered during 
the day as: “Something for all of us to enjoy to- 
night at the table.” Save all the best that you 
see and hear; and, at the table, mention a helpful 
personal experience; commend a social event; com- 
ment on a community enterprise; visit about the 
church, athletics, or entertainment; and picture 
any cheering, kind, or amusing incidents. 


2. Occasionally, it will be helpful to ask a 
question for family discussion. What do we as 
a family think about scripture reading? The Sab- 
bath? The Church? The sermon? The ethics 


of some business experience? World conditions? 
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Two New Books 


CALVIN: A Life 
By Emanuel Stickelberger 


David Georg Gelser. Translator 


$2.75 


A man more Americans should know, 
for the genius of this great Reformer 
was more than theological. His thought 
has influenced the shaping of the politi- 
cal, economic, and social structure of 
our Western democracy and still per- 
vades our democratic ideals. The most 
readable biography of Calvin available 
in English. 


PERSONALITIES AROUND 
PAUL 


By Holmes Rolston 


$2.50 


‘To read it is to have an introduction to 
much of the history of the New Testa- 
ment, to come closer to understanding 
the Apostle Paul, to be stirred in heart 
and soul, and to know better what the 
issues of the Christian faith are.” 
—Balmer H. Kelly. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 


Atlanta Dallas Richmond 
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*for conquest of southeast Asia ) 


RED D A. KUNZ 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, 


The Communist blueprint for world 
revolution, recently inserted in the 
Congressional Record by Senator 
Knowland, rames 1960 as the deadline 
for Communist domination of South- 
east Asia. 

The step-up of Communist efforts in 
Asia means that our time for preaching 
the Gospel in Japan, Formosa and Korea 
may be tragically short. 

While the Communists are advancing, 
serious shortage of funds threatens 
slow up the Pocket Testament League 
campaigns of Scripture — and 
evangelization in the Far Ea 

Your help is of 
this critical time. Write to: 


The Docket Testament League 


NEW YOR K N.Y. 


News items? Amusements? The _ conversation 
need not be confined to moral or religious subjects, 
for whatever will help us to live more kindly and 
cheerfully is appropriate and desirable. 

3. Commend the worthy achievements of each 
member of the family. 

4. Never forget the appeal of the humorous. 
One of the group may be reticent and unexpres- 
sive, but if made to laugh or appreciate a humorous 
situation, he may be drawn into the conversation. 


5. Use incidents which seem to interest all as 
the basis for general discussion, for this should 
be a time when the children are allowed to express 
their ideas upon any question. Children will feel 
a greater obligation to abide by conclusions which 
they help to formulate. 

6. Discuss family plans for economy, the best 
movies, a new piece of furniture for the home or 
an anticipated vacation. Decisions reached after 
discussion by the whole group will strengthen fam- 
ily bonds and increase family loyalty. 


God's Estate 


We owe everything to God but our sins. Our 
fatherland, home-life, schooling, Christian training 
are all gifts Every member of the body or faculty 
of mind is ours providentially. There is no accom- 
plishment in our lives that is not rooted in oppor- 
tunities and powers we had nothing to do with 
in achieving. “What hast thou that thou didst not 
receive 


If God gives us the possibilities and the power 
to get wealth, to acquire influence, to be forces 
in the world, what is the true conception of life 
but divine ownership and human administration? 
_, Property is a divine trust. Things are tools, not 
prizes. Life is not for self-indulgence, but for 
self-devotion. 
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When, instead of saying, “The world owes me 
a living,” men shall say, “I owe the world a life,” 
then the Kingdom will come in power. 


On the day of our birth a new lease is signed. 
On the day of our death the accounts are closed. 
Our fidelity is the interest on God’s principle. 


I am God’s tenant and his agent; all there is 
of “me” is God’s estate. 


The Greatest Of These 


Paul’s Hymn to Love in First Corinthians is 
the inspiration for this unusual little volume of 
poetry and prayer written by a young invalid. 
The book is called The Greatest of These, and 
although it was written in a bed from which the 
author seldom rises, its lilting poetry is full of 
hope and faith and the love of nature and mankind. 


The author is Jane Merchant of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, an amazing young woman who has 
turned a handicap into an advantage. Miss Mer- 
chant suffers from a condition which makes her 
bones break at the slightest jar, and she is so deaf 
that the friends who love to visit her must write 
their remarks. Unable to join the hurry of the 
world, she has become a keen observer of the life 
that she sees from her window. This experience 
combined with a natural poetic gift, and a deep 
faith, has inspired her unusual poems. Although 
her poetry has appeared frequently in The Saturday 
Evening Post and other national publications, The 
Greatest of These is her first book. 


Miss Merchant had a special reason for wanting 
to write a devotional book on the thirteenth chap- 
ter of First Corinthians. As a child one of her 
greatest pleasures was memorizing poetry, and one 
of the very first poems she learned was Paul’s great 
Hymn to Love. It has brought her such joy 
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through the years that she wanted to share with 
others its deep meaning for her. 


The 86 devotions in the book are divided into 
five sections, each headed with a quotation from 
| Corinthians 13. Each devotion opens with scrip- 
ture—words on love from all parts of the Bible. 
An original poem follows the scripture, and each 
devotion closes with a prayer. 


The Greatest of These, price $1.50, is available 
from Presbyterian Bookstores, or Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


Bibles For The Blind 


People blessed with all their normal faculties, 
reach out for the comfort of the Bible. They 
pick up a single volume—little more than average 
size as books go—and convenient to handle. 


In contrast, for the blind to read the complete 
Bible in Braille twenty separate, large-sized vol- 
umes must pass through their hands. 


When Ruth Barrett, in charge of the American 
Bible Society’s work for the blind, wants to il- 
lustrate the point, she silently stands next to a 
straight pile of the twenty volumes of the Braille 
Bible that reach exactly to the top of her neat 
five-foot-six height. 


In appreciation, the blind are joining the sighted 
in signing the “World Good Will Book.” This 
book will contain the signatures of people from 
at least sixty different nations, as a demonstration 
of their faith. As they sign, they will also con- 
tribute to a fund to make the Bible available to 
those who want it. Throughout 1954, Bible So- 
cieties around the world are collecting these sig- 
natures on identical pages to make up the final 
book, which will be sent to the United States for 
binding. The completed ‘World Good Will Book’’ 
will be displayed in principal cities around the 
world, and afterwards loaned for one vear to each 
of the participating Societies. 


People Of Many Nations Will 
Read The Bible Together 


People in forty countries will be reading the 
same passages of Scripture on November 235, 
Thanksgiving Day, in following the 11th annual 
observance of a Worldwide Bible Reading program, 
sponsored each year by the American Bible Society. 


The theme for the program, which runs from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, is “Faith For Our 
Day.” As a part of Worldwide Bible Reading 
the American Bible Society publishes and provides, 
tree of charge, a bookmark listing Scripture pas- 
sages for the daily readings. For the second year, 
the Society has also prepared the passages in Braille, 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Seeondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 

Personal atten- 


Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate Seholarships. Seltcbelp. Second semester 


begins January 24, 1955. 


JUNIOR 
8-W — Maxton, N. 


that the blind may join their sighted friends in 
following the readings. 


President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his en- 
dorsement of the program, said: 


“Religious faith, in our time, is under massive 
attack by a strongly entrenched atheistic material- 
ism. In such a time, how clear it is that we should 
treasure and further every act which fuels the 
flame of our faith. The observance of Worldwide 
Bible Reading is such an act; and I prayerfully 
hope that its success this year will be greater— 
that its imprint in the hearts and minds of the 
peoples of the world this vear be more pervasive— 
than ever before. 


‘“T am sure that all who value faith and freedom 
join with me in congratulating those good people 
who annually bring to pass this meaningful ob- 
servance.” 


The high point of the program is Universal 
Bible Sunday, December 12, which will be ob- 
served in thousands of churches of every denomina- 
tion throughout the United States and in hundreds 
of churches overseas. Packets containing material, 
especially prepared by the Bible Society to assist 
the pastor in this observance, have been mailed 
to over 150,000 ministers. 


Church News 


Central Mississippi 
Presbytery Centennial 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Yazoo City to 
celebrate its Centennial Anniversary. The first 
year of its organization the presbytery was called 
“Yazoo.” The centennial address was delivered 
by Dr. G. T. Gillespie and it was so thrilling 
to all that, spontaneously at its conclusion, the 
entire presbytery arose in its expression of gratitude 


to Dr. Gillespie and respect for the devoted service 


and faith of our fathers and mothers. The Retir- 
ing Moderator’s sermon was delivered by the Rev. 
Herman Magee. Dr. John Young was elected 
the new moderator and Dr. Chas. McCain, Vice- 
Moderator. Mr. John Russ was received as a 
licentiate from Meridian Presbytery and will serve 
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the churches of Weir, Mt. Zion and Bethsalem 
as Stated Supply. Walter F. Hall was dismissed 
to the Presbytery of Nashville where he will serve 
the Inglewood Church; E. E. McPheeters to the 
Presbytery of Ouachita where he will serve the 
Warren, Ark church; and S. L. McCullouch to 
East Mississippi Presbytery where he will serve 
the church at Ripley. 


Julius W. Melton, Jr., of the Mt. Salus church 
was received as a candidate for the ministry. This 
brings our roll of candidates to 20, the highest 
number on record and still others are to be re- 
ceived. Because some of our presbyters are not 
satisfied with the manner in which gifts to some 
of our Synod’s and Assembly’s causes are spent, 
an ad-interim committee was appointed to study 
the matter and make recommendations to our next 
meeting to be held in Vicksburg on January 20, 
1955. 


At a called meeting in September Candidate 
Clinton Baker was received from Memphis Pres- 
bytery; he has been ordained and installed pastor 
of the Carrollton, Teoc and Phillip Churches. At 
this same meeting the Rev. T. M. Lemly was 
received from North Mississippi Presbytery. He 
is on the honorably retired roll but is active in 
doing supply work. 

Stated Clerk. 
Dwyn M. Mounger, 


New Orleans Presbytery 
Centennial 


New Orleans, La. — Rev. Dr. John Bright, 
professor at the Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., will be the speaker for the cen- 
tennial services, on Nov. 25, for New Orleans Pres- 
bytery. 


The 100th Anniversary of the organization of 
the presbytery will include both this public service, 
to be held in McAlister Auditorium, Tulane Uni- 
versity Campus, and a later Presbytery service 
at the time of its winter meeting in February, 
1955. Chairman for the committee on arrange- 
ments for both services is the Rev. William Din- 
widdie, pastor of the Covington, La., First Church. 


The public observance of the anniversary will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C. — Fall Devotional Services 
were held at Presbyterian Junior College the past 
week, with the Reverend Robert Cousar, Jr., of 
Raleigh, N. C., speaking to the students daily. 
Mr. Cousar was a fighter pilot during World War 
II. He is a graduate of the University of Chatta- 
nooga, Columbia Theological Seminary, and has 
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Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. ‘“A’”’ is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. ‘“‘B’’ is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “‘A’’; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of a and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page oe tographic reproduction of Holy 

Land scenes. “‘A,” $2.95. “‘B,” $3.95. “‘C,” $4.95. 


The Foster one Story Books 

By Charles Foste 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Stery Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and — adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, al] 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


Marian’s Big Book Of Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
Next step for children is this graded complete story book 
covering the entire Bible in faithful tae of 226 stories. 
To protect your child from harmful stories untrue to the 
Biblical account, this book is par excellent. $3.50. 


‘Bible Stories For Boye And Girls 


By Theodore Engstro 
Seventy stories oe the Scripture for boys and girls 5 to 
10 years of age. Designed to lead young minds to a closer 
understanding and faith in the Word of God, this book is 
particularly fine for children not familiar with the Bible 


stories. $1.95 
ORDER FROM 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


just returned from a year post graduate study at 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. He plans 
to begin work as a missionary in Brazil at an early 
date under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. His messages were received with interest by 
the students and twenty-four indicated the services 
had helped them arrive at important personal 


decisions. 


Maxton, N. C. — Mrs. R. L. Allen, dietitian 
at Presbyterian Junior College for the past 
two years, has returned to the college after 
serving as hostess and manager of the William 
Black Home at Montreat, N. C., during the sum- 
mer months. Mrs. Allen is accompanied by her 
sister, Miss Lucy Alexander, who serves as as- 
sistant dietitian. 


New Missionaries 
To The Congo 


Rev. and Mrs. Campbell Davis Wallace of 
Blackey, Ky., recently were appointed as mis- 
sionaries to the Belgian Congo for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. Appointment was made by the 
Board of World Missions. 


Mr. Wallace is pastor of the Doermann Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church of Blackey, and a 
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graduate of Union Theological Seminary of Rich- 
mond, Va. Mrs. Wallace, a graduate of Assem- 
bly’s Training School, Richmond, Va., is_ the 
daughter of Dr. James E. Bear, professor of Union 
Seminary, Richmond. She is also a graduate of 
Agnes Scott College of Decatur, Ga. 


The young missionaries will be in this country 
through next summer, when they will attend an 
indoctrinization school for missionary candidates 


at Montreat, N. C. 


Commissioners Elected 


To 1955 Assembly 


El Paso Presbytery has named its commissioners 
to the 1955 General Assembly as follows. Dr. R. 
Matthew Lynn, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Midland, Rev. Joe M. Brown of 
First Church, Odessa, and Elders L. Dalton 
Mitchell of First Church, Big Spring, and J. W. 
Baldwin of Westminster, Midland. The alternates 
are: Rev. J. Robert Hawkins of Lubbock, Rev. 
J. G. M. Ramsey of Barstow, and Elders Geo. A. 
Stallworth of Lubbock, and Jerold Riordan of 
Colorado City. 

—R. Gage Lloyd, 
Stated Clerk. 


Presbyterian Laymen Carry 
Their Religion Into The 
Navy And Army Service 


Lt. Walter S. Moore, a member of the U. S. 
Navy Medical Corps and the crew of the U. S. S. 
Rogers, while on the destroyer at sea, still finds 
a definite opportunity to continue his work in the 
Church. A member of the First Presbyterian 
Church at Elgin, Texas, and former chairman 
of the Board of Deacons there, Dr. Moore has 


already had much experience in church activities | 


and in service planning. Now he assists the execu- 
tive officers of the U. S. S. Rogers in arranging 
and holding worship services for the men aboard. 
The ship has been in service in the Far Eastern 
Area. 


It is rare that an ordained chaplain is aboard 
a destroyer at sea, so one of the duties of the 
executive officers of destroyers is to plan, participate, 
and sometimes conduct worship services. Thus the 
top officer often asks qualified officers and enlisted 
men to give their assistance in preparing a service. 


First Lieutenant James B. Reaves of the Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
has been cited and presented the Bronze Star Medal 
for meritorious service in connection with military 
operations against an armed enemy in Korea during 


the period May 22, 1953, to June 22, 1954, ac- 
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cording to an official release from Headquarters 
25th Infantry Division, United States Army. 


He was chaplain of Ist Battalion, 27th Infantry 
and “throughout the period of exemplary service 
he worked without thought of reward to his per- 
son to bring comfort and spiritual well being to 
the troops of his battalion. During the period of 
combat he continuously visited the men on the main 
battle positions and held regular services in forward 
areas. Chaplain Reaves was present at the aid 
station to comfort and assist the wounded.” ‘The 
citation stated that his spiritual interest in men 
of all faiths and tolerant understanding of human 
frailties contributed immeasurably to the high level 
of morale and effectiveness of his unit. His guid- 
ance and exemplary example of spiritual qualities 
earned him the respect and admiration of all with 
whom he came in contact. The meritorious service 
rendered by Chaplain Reaves reflects great credit 


upon himself and his unit and is in keeping with 


the highest traditions of the United States Army. 


Thomas S$. Mick, Jr., a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Gadsden, Ala., recently 
was given the American Spirit Honor Medal from 
the U. S. Naval Training Center at Bainbridge, 
Md., where he was completing his recruit training. 
Presentation was made by Captain Frank H. 


Brumby, Jr., USN. 


The medal is awarded for the display of out- 
standing qualities of leadership best expressing the 
American Spirit, Honor, Initiative, Loyalty, and 
High Example to Comrades in Arms — and is 
awarded by the Citizens Committee for the Army, 
Navy and Air Force Inc. 


The young sailor’s pastor is the Rev. Ivan H. 
Trusler of the First Presbyterian Church in Gads- 
den. Mick attended the Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology in Atlanta. His mother is Mrs. T. S. Mick, 
Sr., of Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 

Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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ON THE SPOT 


By Rev. T. P. Horger, Jr., Th.M. 


We often hear this question, “| wonder why 
people talk and act as they do?” That is a tremen- 
dously important question; far too important to let 
go without an answer. We all have our theories, 
our guesses, and, sometimes, our facts. 


It is a psychological fact that just about all we 
know is a result of external force or influence. Some 
might wonder why our first parents disobeyed God. 
This one example might be the key to our above 
question for the whole human race. We find that 
Adam and Eve got their ideas from external sources. 
God told them the right way to do, and Satan told 
them the wrong way to do. There is no point in 
elaborating on this; we may read the facts in the 
first and third chapters of the book of Genesis. 


Some might even question this, saying, that they 
had their ideas in their own minds all the time. To 
those who think that, I ask you, “Did our first 
parents originate or create righteousness? We are 
told in God’s Word that God is the source of all 
righteousness. I also ask you, “Did our first parents 
originate or create evil?’’ We are also told in the 
Scriptures that Satan originated evil. Therefore, if 
God is the source of righteousness and Satan is the 
source of evil, these, righteousness and evil, are ex- 
ternal forces not in but outside of man. 


Right at this point, let us ask, ““Who is to be the 
judge as to what is right and to what is wrong? 
We affirm that God is the final and absolute Judge. 


We have heard the expression, ““We must give 
the devil his dues.””’ We will; partly. But if we do, 
truthfully, we must get what we say from God’s 
Word which says, the devil is the prince of this 
world. 


Adam and Eve got their ideas of right and wrong 
from external sources; so do we. If the Holy Spirit 
puts ideas and influences into humans for their 
good, Satan puts ideas into them for their harm. 


Now, coming back to our question, “Why do 
people talk and act as they do?” If they do right, 
it is because they get their ideas from God. If they 
do wrong, it is because they get their ideas from 
Satan. If we do right, are we Gods? If we do 
wrong, are we devils? This writer does not think 
so; both God and the devil are forces far above 
men. 


In the light of what you have read above, we 
wish to make this application. When we are con- 
scious that we are thinking about something—an 
idea—let’s ask ourselves these questions, “‘Where 
did I get that idea? From what source is my 
thought; is it from God or the devil?” Let me il- 
lustrate. I asked a person to join the church. The 
person said “I’m not ready to join the church.” | 
asked, “Did you get that idea from God, knowing 
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that salvation is Now?” The person said, ‘No, | 
did not get it from God,” then turned very red 
from shame, which feeling came from God. When 
we are learning to drive a car, aren’t we careful, 
“or else?” Are the words we speak or the things 
we do so unimportant that we do not have to exer- 
cise great care? Let’s get into the habit of asking 
ourselves, at every moment, “From whom do [ get 
my thoughts, from God or from Satan?” 


CHANNELS OF SPIRITUAL Power. Frank C. 
Laubauch. Fleming H. Revel Publishing Com- 
pany, Westwood, N. J. Price - $2.50. 


This last work of Dr. Laubauch consists of a 
summing up of his faith, philosophy, idealism and 
spirit. He maintains that the perfect attitude of 
any Christian in this world is to stand with one 
hand stretched up to God and the other stretched 
out in helpfulness to man. Through this process 
man becomes a channel through which God floods 
the world with His love. ‘These chapters treat 
of prayer and the answers to prayer. They are 
filled with stories, anecdotes, and case _ histories. 
Although Dr. Laubauch’s theological views do not 
always coincide with the views of the Journal, his 
writings are suggestive and stimulating. 


“Doincs AT THE BANGLES’ House.” By Aunt 
Theresa Worman. Moody Press. Price $ .50. 


The children of this book act like natural, twen- 
tieth century boys and girls, The problems and 
situations, would well be studied by teachers and 
parents of Primary through the Intermediate ages. 
Children too will enjoy reading it.—E.C.S. 


“Bitty CatcHes A Vision.” By Harold B. 


Street. Moody Press. Price $ .50. 


Would that all ages could catch this vision. The 
story is splendid for Juniors, especially boys. It will 
surely generate the missionary spirit and sacrificial 
giving in anyone who reads it.—E.C.S. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 
Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 


graphica!] edition. A monumental] work that has been for 
nearly two centuries without an equal and a to Bible 


and to preachers what ea to secular 
Complete in every detai in Ps lian ome 
set, boxed, 
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